
Transformations  Conference  
Orientation and intention  - Craig San 
Roque    6 /7 2023 
 
  honour the mongrel rhizome  
 

 
 
 

‘Mightn’t look much in the surface – a lot 
going on underground’ 

Peter Latz  teaching,  standing among yalke -  by a 
creek bed 

 
rhizome,  a horizontal 
underground plant stem capable of producing the 
shoot and root systems of a new plant. Rhizomes 
are used to store starches and proteins and 
enable plants to perennate (survive an annual 
unfavourable season) underground. 
 

Cyperus bulbosus is a species of sedge found 
across Africa, the Middle East, Indian 
subcontinent, Southeast Asia, and Australia.[1] In 
Australia, it is commonly called Nalgoo or 
(Australian) bush onion[2] or "wild onion", but is 
not related to the onion or other Alliaceae. It is a 
component of Australian bushfood, but is 
considered an agricultural weed in other areas -  

Furthermore, Cyperus bulbosus has competitive 
relationships with couch grass and buffelgrass.[6] 

 

Its name in the Arrernte language of Central 
Australia is merne yalke. In a neighbouring 
language, Kaytetye, it is called erreyakwerra. 
Some Kaytetye, the Kwerrimpe women, have a 
bush onion dreaming[7] which involves the bush 
onion and the origins of the Kaytetye people and 
language.. Artists who have painted bush onion 
dreaming include Nora Andy Napaltjarri[8] and her 
sister Ada Andy Napaltjarri.[9] 

The small tubers which form on short stolons are 
a traditional bush tucker food. They are dug up on 
creek banks when the grass of the onion has dried 
out. The husk can also be eaten. They are eaten 
raw or cooked in the hot earth by the fire and are 
said to have a "a pleasant nutty taste".[10] 

 Turpin, Myfany (comp.), Growing up Kaytete: 
Stories by Tommy Kngwarraye Thompson, 
Jukurrpa Books, Alice Springs, 2003, ISBN 1-
86465-049-4, pp 3-5 

Turner, Margaret-Mary, Arrernte Foods: Foods 
from Central Australia, IAD Press, Alice Springs, 
1994, ISBN 0-949659-76-2, p22. 

 
‘The times are urgent- let us slow down’  
 

. . .  and so we come to acknowledging thjs 

notion of a  central Australian  

underground mongrel rhizome  system –  

of which perhaps you are a part/ a node as 

are for instance  are Latz. MK Turner  and 

Myff Turpin and all their  local friends and 

families  along with many more including 

perhaps yourself - all entangled  like 

particles in a quantum system influencing 

each other without perhaps even knowing 

so and needing to. . .  so what I have to say 

is dedicated to MK. Turner -  A woman of 

substance and true local gravity -  who 

alas has left us in July . . .  
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The fertile spaces between us  

 

The purpose of this Campfire Gathering is 

- so far as I am concerned-  an opportunity  

to recognise  that we are embedded here 

or have been changed by being here- over 

time. Whether of indigenous descent or of 

any other mixed up geneologies -  there 

are many people in central Australia who 

have, over time, been transformed by the 

presences of the country, by the presences 

of people here in this fertile space -  as 

Kieran  noticed some years ago.  

https://alicespringsnews.com.au/2014/11

/28/the-fertile-space-between-us/ 

 

This is why I acknowledge the mongrel 

beings that many of us have become. 

 A form of hybrid creature, neither one 

thing nor the other.  Furthermore as 

Wendy Cowan might say - many  of 

you/us/them) may have been halted in 

our tracks by the  times and experiences 

of living/working in central Australia.  

 

Being ‘halted in your tracks’ is a 

qualification for entering thjs hybrid  

Mongrel University of  Life/Central 

Australia - where there are hundreds of   

students -  hundreds of teachers – among  

those teachers  I  begin the list which you 

might continue – MK Turner,  Latz.  

Kimber, Doris Stuart, Veronica Dobson. . . 

And Yalke/Bush Onion herself. 

 

This local mongrel university may be a 

’School with No Name’-  hardly recognised  

by the chancellors of all the clever city 

universities -  but we are here and 

enrolled.  

 

 

 

 

Mixed feelings  

Sue asked me how come I suggested the 

people you will hear speak at this 

gathering  – some of whom had mixed 

feelings about talking to such themes as ‘ 

Transformation ’preferring perhaps to be 

quiet or hidden from view. 

 Sue suggested there are many others you 

could have invited – and she is correct- 

that’s what I mean by the underground 

mongrel rhyzome networks - there are 

many bush onions woven and entangled 

into the town’s underground. And I wish 

we could gather all thosemany hundreds 

and begin a local open university - like 

Socrates Academy - meeting under trees. 

With no institutional interferences.  

 

Many of us here are not indigenous born  - 

like migratory birds we come and go.  

Migratory birds have a pattern, a flight 

path and for many-  Central Australia is 

on the flight path. So yes Sue – we are 

strange birds and perhaps have no right to 

speak, however -  

I invited those people standing in from of 

me on that day-  all of whom are woven 

into the underground human bush onion 

rhizome system.- an idea for which I 

thank Peter Latz – a teacher on location. 

 

 

 latzii petrus 
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